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J the stent, adjaceht undulating band-like elements separated by gaps which are shorter in 
^ ^ longitudinal lengtn^han the undulating band-like elements, 1 

the plurality of undulating band-like elements including a first undulating t>and-like 
element, a second undulating band-like element and a third undulating band-like dement, the 
second undulating band-luce element disposed between the first and third undulating band-like 
elements, and \ ) 

a plurality of inteixionneding elements extending between undulating band-like elements 
which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end aijd a second end 
which is offset circumferentially anatongitudinally along the stent from the first ejad, 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements and 
second interconnecting elements, 

the first interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the first undulating band- 
like element and troughs on the second undulatmg band-like element, the number bf peaks on the 

first undulating band-like element exceeding the number of first interconnecting elements, 

-\ ' 
the second interconnecting elements extendinkbetween peaks on the second undulating 

band-like element and troughs on the third undulating rand-like element, the numler of peaks on 

the second undulating band-like element exceeding the number of second interconnecting 

elements, \ j 

wherein the number of peaks of the first undulating band^ike element separating 

circumferentially adjacent first interconnecting elements is less thakthe number of peaks of the 

second undulating band-like element separating circumferentially adjacent second; 

interconnecting elements. 



40.(Amended) 



The stent of claim 39, the plurality of undulating band-like elements 



further comprising a fourth band-like element having alternating peaks and tnmgh^ 

the plurality of interconnecting elements further comprising third interconnecting 
elements extending between peaks on the third undulating band-like element and troughs on the 
fourth undulating band-like element, 
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^ wherein each second interconnecting element is separated from the jthird 

interconnecting element nearest to it by a single peak of the third undulating band-hike element 
and a single trough of the third undulating bajMi-like element, j 

The stent of claim z 4tf where one third interconnecting element extends 



\ ^ % <tf (Amended) 

from every third peak of the third undulating band-like element 



7. 



Amended) The stent of claim 40 wherein the first undulating band-like]element is 

characterized by a first amplitude and the second undulating band-like element is characterized 
by a second amplitude, the first amplitude greater than the second amplitude. 
46.(Amended) A stent with a longitudinal axis, the stent comprising: 

a plurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating pealjs and troughs, 
each undulating band-like element extending about the longitudinal axis, the plurality of 
undulating band-like elements inohiding a proximal undulating band-like element bf a single first 
wavelength and single first amplitudbvhaving alternating peaks and troughs, an intermediate 
undulating band-like element of a single second wavelength and single second amplitude having 
alternating peaks and troughs, and a distal UMtdating band-like element of the fas\ wavelength 
and first amplitude having alternating peaks and troughs, the intermediate undulating band-like 
element disposed between the proximal and distal undulating band-like elements,, ^nd 

a plurality of interconnecting elements extending between undulating bandjlike elements 
which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element nkving a first end add a second end 
which is offset circumferentially and longitudinally along the stent from the first ehd, 

\ r 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first intercomiecting elements and 
second interconnecting elements, 

the first interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the proxufc^j undulating 
band-like element and troughs on the intermediate undulating band-like element, 

the second interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the intermedia 
undulating band-like element and troughs on the distal undulating band-like element, 
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^therein 
e proximal 




\ the first ends of the first interconnecting elements extend from every third peak 
of the proxim^undulating band-like element and the second ends of the second interconnecting 
elements extend fn^eveiy third trough of the distal undulating band-like element. 
47.(Amended) Tnb^tent of claim 46 wherein the plurality of undulating bahd-like 

elements further comprises asebo^d distal undulating band-like element having alternating peaks 
and troughs, the second distal undul^&gband-like element distal to the distal ungating band- 
like element, 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including third interconnecting elements 
extending between peaks on the distal undulating band-fikesdement and troughs oh the second 
distal undulating band-like element, 

wherein each second interconnecting element is separated fiomthqthird interconnecting 
element nearest to it by a single peak and a single trough of the distal imdula^hg^knd-like 
element. 




49.(Amended) The stekt of claim 48 wherein the first amplitude is greater than the second 

amplitude, and the first wavelength is greater than the second wavelength. 



Evaded) A stent with a longitudinal axis, the stent comprising: 

^plurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and troughs, 
each undulating bantf^ike element extending about the longitudinal axis, undulating band-like 
elements which are adjac^JbQM another separated by a gap which is shorter in longitudinal 
length than each of the adjacent undulating band-like elements, the plurality of undulating band- 
like elements including a first undulating^nd^e element and a second undulating band-like 
element, the first and second undulating band-like^kments adjacent one another, ^txd 

a plurality of interconnecting elements exfen^ng between undulatkjg band-like 
elements which are adjacent one another, each interconnectingetement having a fiijst end and a 
second end which is offset circumferentially and longitudinally along^he^ent from the first end, 
the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elem^it& t^e first 
interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the first undulating band-likefetenent and 
troughs on the second undulating band-like element, first interconnecting elements jwhich 
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element, the first path having a 
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to each other via a first path along the undulating first band-like 
and via a second path along the undulating second 



band-like element, the second path having a se 
different from the second path length. 



d length, wherein the first path length is 



i 



Please add new claims 53-58 as follows: 




^53C^ew) The stent of claim 50 wherein the first path length is longer than thib second path 
length. 

54.(New) stent comprising: 

a pibrality of undulating band-like elements having alternating peais and troughs, 
the plurality of undulate band-like elements including a first undulating band-like element, a 
second undulating band-lilcb^lement and a third undulating band-like element, thq first, second 
and third undulating band-like elements disposed sequentially along the length of fhe stent, and 
a plurality of interconnectinjgelements extending between undulating bandj-like elements 
which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end and a second end 
which is offset circumferentially and longitudinally along the stent from the first end, the 
interconnecting elements shorter in length thar^he undulating band-like elements jvhich they 
connect, 

the plurality of interconnecting elemenfc^mcluding first interconnecjting elements 
extending between peaks on the first undulating band-like^lement and troughs onjthe second 
undulating band-like element and second interconnecting elements extending between peaks on 
the second undulating band-like element and troughs on the thirdNmdulating band4like element, 
first interconnecting elements which are adjacent one another connected to each other via a first 
path along the first undulating band-like element, second interconnectin^elements) which are 
adjacent one another connected to each other via a second path along the second undulating 
band-like element, the second path having a second length, wherein the first pah^lingth is 
different from the second path length. j 
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